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Inter-island movement of scalloped hammerhead sharks
(Sphyrnalewini) in the Galapagos Marine Reserve and
Eastern Tropical Pacific
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Main threats: overfishing and El Nino Events
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Justification: Research for Conservation

ASharks are a key group in the marine ecosystem
A\pex predators, drive natural selection processes
Mistinct evolutionary group from bony fishes

ASlow growth, late onset of sexual maturity, low
fecundityc intrinsic characteristics which make sharke
vulnerable.

MRecent studies have shown declines in shark
populations in almost every single population studied
A cological effects of top predator decline hard to
predict but can be wide rangingdg Myers et al

2007).

ASharks protected within MPA waters but fished
_ .|Ilegally
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Focus: Research Questions

Nations encouraged to develop Shark Plans of Action to manage and conserve their
shark populations

A How to delimit stocks?

A No baseline from which to follow trends

Do hammerheads display residency at particular sites
Do hammerheads move between sites?

- Do they display synchronolrehaviof?
Is their connectivity between MPAs on a regional scal

"‘Wht are the mechanisms behind site preference and
igrations?
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Focus: The Galapagos Islands: Darwin & Wolf




